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           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced today that the omnibus appropriations bill approved by             Congress includes $6.85 million in fiscal year 2005 federal assistance             for transportation and transit projects in the First Congressional             District.

           "There is a tremendous need for good, reliable public           transportation services in the region," Olver said. "Local           transit services provide a low-cost means for people to get around.           Much of this funding will help improve public transportation access           for people to get to their jobs, school, childcare and the doctor."

           Olver added, "Safe and well maintained roadways are vital for           the people who live, work and travel in the region. I am pleased this           funding will assist with upgrading a critical transportation route."

           Olver is the ranking member of the Transportation-Treasury           Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and worked to secure           the funding in the omnibus bill, a package of spending bills. The U.S.           House of Representatives and Senate approved the omnibus bill on Nov.           20. The total $388 billion omnibus bill funds the majority of the federal           government's domestic activities. The omnibus now goes to the           president's desk for his signature.

           Federal transportation assistance for the First District           in the FY05 omnibus bill includes:

$2.8 million for Dudley Road (Route 101) in Templeton

           The funding will go toward improvements to Dudley           Road in Templeton, also known as Route 101. The improvements will be           completed along the corridor from the Phillipston town line to the           intersection of Route 2A. The project includes roadway reconstruction,           drainage improvements, curbing, new sidewalks, wheelchair ramps, pavement           markings and signs.

           This project will provide significant local and regional           transportation improvements. Dudley Road carries two lanes of traffic           and serves approximately 1,200 vehicles per day. Local traffic uses           Dudley Road to access Templeton's village center. The project           also has regional importance, providing the adjacent towns of Barre           and Petersham with access to Route 2 and Route 2A. 

           For more information, contact Laila Michaud, Montachusett           Regional Planning Commission, at 978-345-7711 ext. 2245.

$2.4 million for Montachusett Area Regional Transit           (MART) maintenance facility in Gardner

           This funding will assist MART with its plans to locate           a maintenance facility in Gardner that can be used as an intermodal           park-and-ride facility in the future. 

           MART currently leases property in Gardner to house           its motor bus and demand responsive services vehicles, a maintenance           area for approximately 20 vehicles and an administrative office serving           the greater Gardner area. Currently, major maintenance on the vehicles           is done out of the maintenance facility in Fitchburg. 

           A new Gardner facility will be a hub for all transportation-related           activities, such as intercity bus service, parking and transportation           to commuter rail service in Fitchburg and Leominster. It will also           provide link service and regular bus services, as well as maintenance           activities in Gardner. 

           The new facility will store eight buses, 21 vans           and some utility vehicles. This facility will also provide for maintenance           needs with at least one bus lift and two van lifts, a maintenance workshop,           bus wash facility, a drivers' lounge, ticket agency, restrooms           and office space.

           For more information, contact Mohammed Kahn, MART,           at 978-345-7711, ext. 2233.

$500,000 for the G-Link

           This funding will support the continuation of the           G-Link, a fixed-route scheduled transportation service connecting Greenfield           and Gardner. Coordination between the Franklin Regional Transit Authority           (FRTA) and the Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) allow feeder           services to connect with G-Link. 

           The majority of passengers use the G-Link to travel           to and from work, while others use it to get to employment training           and social service destinations. The service, therefore, assists the           productivity of area employers by providing safe and consistent service           for employees.

           There are close to 100 daily riders on the section           of the route running between Athol, Orange and Gardner. An additional           50 passengers use the service to travel between Winchendon and Gardner.           Passengers contribute to the service by paying a fare of at least one           dollar for each trip. 

           For more information, contact Mohammed Kahn, MART,           at 978-345-7711, ext. 2233, or Denise Wallenius, FRTA, at 413-774-2262.

$450,000 for Community Transit Services (CTS)

                             Community Transit Services (CTS), a non-profit public                             transportation provider, provides transit services                             to residents in the North Quabbin region to access                             education, employment and medical services. The funding                             will allow CTS to increase services for the unemployed,                             underemployed and working poor in the rural Northern                             Tier. 

                             This funding will allow CTS to provide feeder service                             to the G-Link fixed route system operated by Franklin                             Regional Transit Authority (FRTA) and Montachusett                             Area Regional Transit (MART) and provide linking                             service with the G-Link at the newly renovated bus                             transfer station located in the former Athol train                             depot. The funding will also allow CTS to continue                             to provide Dial-A-Ride service, which provides transportation                             to anyone in need of a ride seven days a week, 24                             hours a day. 
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                             Services provided by CTS are particularly important                             to people with disabilities, senior citizens and                             the working poor who are unable to use the fixed                             route service because of the distance from their                             homes to the bus stops. Its ridership has continued                             to increase each year.

                             For more information, contact Fran Gromelski, director                             of CTS, at 978-575-9966.

$700,000 to expand the New England High Speed Rail                             Corridor plan

                             Currently, the New England High Speed Rail Corridor                             plan includes a hub in Boston serving Maine, New                             Hampshire, Vermont and Canada. Currently, the plan                             includes a route from Boston to Portland, Maine and                             a route from Boston to Montreal, Canada. 

                             This new funding would expand the corridor plan to                             include many large communities in Massachusetts,                             Connecticut and New York that would greatly benefit                             from being part of a high-speed rail corridor. Specifically,                             the New England High Speed Rail Corridor plan will                             be expanded to include train routes from Boston via                             Worcester and Springfield to Albany, N.Y. and from                             Springfield via Hartford to New Haven, Conn. 

                             ###
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